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Private Abuſes, Publick Grievances: 
rex urrir tgp 


In the Pride, Inſolence, and Exorbitant 
Wages of our WomtwSERxvants, 
1 eat 


FooTMEN, 
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A Pxoros ar for amendment of” ſame; as 
alſo for clearing the Streets of thoſe Vermin 
call d Snoz-Crzanzrs, and ſubſtituting in 
their ſtead many Thouſands of Induſtrious Poor, 
now. ready to ſtarve. With divers other Hints, 
of great Uſe to the Publick. 


Humbly fabmitted to the Conſideration of our 
 Legiflature, and the careful peruſal of all 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes of Families. 


— & — „ 
By ANDREW MORETON, Eſq, A. 
— — — — | . ; 
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7 H I'S is a Proverb ſo common 
in Every-body's Mouth, that I 
wonder No-body has yet thou ght 
it worth while to draw proper In- 

—ferences from it, and expoſe thoſe 
little Abuſes, which, tho' they ſeem trifl ing, 
and as it were ſcarce worth Conſidera- 
tion, yet by inſenſible Degrees, they may 
become of injurious Conſequence to the Pub- 
lick ; like ſome Diſeaſes, whoſe firſt Symptoms 
are only trifling Diſorders, but by Conti 
ance and Progreſſion, their laſt Periods termiag 
nate in the Deſtrucion of the whole Humane 
Fabric. 

In Contradictian therefore to this general 
Rule, and out of ſincere love and well-meaning 
to the Publick, give me leave to enumerate 


B the 
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the Abuſes inſenſibly crept in among us, and 
the Inconveniences daily ariſing from the In- 
ſolence and Intrigues of our Servant Wenches, 
who, by their caballing together, have made 
their Party ſo conſiderable, that Every-body 


cries out againſt em; and yet to verify the 


Proverb No-body has thought of, or at leaſt 
propoſed . a Remedy, altho' ſuch an Under- 
taking (mean as it ſeems to be) I hope will 
one Day be thought worthy the Conſideration 
of our King, Lords, and Commons, 

Women Servants are now fo ſcarce, that 
frcm thirty and forty Shillings a Year, their 
Wages are increaſed of late to fix, ſeven, and 
eight Pounds per Aunum, and upwards ; in ſo- 
much, that an ordinary 'Tradeſman cannot well 
keep one ; but his Wife, who might be uſeful 
in his Shop, or Buſineſs, muſt do the Drudgery 
of Houſhold Affairs: And all this, becauſe our 
Servant Wenches are ſo puft'd up with Pride, 
now a Days, that they never think they go 
fine enough: It is a hard Matter to know 
the Miſtreſs from the Maid by their Dreſs, nay 
very. often the Maid ſhall be much the finer 
of the two. Our woollen Manufacture ſuffers 
much by this, for nothing but Silks and Sat- 


tins will go down with our Kitchen Wenches: 


to ſupport which intollerable Pride, they 
have inſenſibly raiſed their Wages to ſuch a 
Heighth, as was never known in any Age or 
Nation but this. 


Let 
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Let us trace this from the beginning, and 


ſuppoſe a Perſon has a Servant Maid ſent him 


out of the Country at fifty Shillings, or three 


Pounds a Year. The Girl has ſcarce been a 


Week, nay, a Day in her Service, but a Com- 
mittee of Servant Wenches are appointed to 
examine her, who adviſe her to raiſe her Wa- 
ges, or give warning; to encourage her to 
which, the Herb-Woman or Chandler- Woman, 
-or ſome other old Intelligencer, provides her 
a Place of four or five Pounds a Year ; this ſets 
Madam cock- a-hoop, and ſhe thinks of nothing 
now but Vails and high Wages, and ſo gives 
warning from Place to Place, till ſhe has got 
her Wages up to the tip-top. 
Her Neat's Leathern Shoes are now trans- 
form d into lac d ones with high Heels; her Yarn 
Stockings are turn d into fine worſted ones, with 
ilk Clocks; and her high Wooden Pattens are 
kickt away for Leathern Clogs; ſhe muſt have 
a Hoop too, as well as her Miſtreſs; and her 
foor ſcanty Linſey- Woolſey Petticoat 1s 
changed into a good {11k one, four or five Yards 
wide at the leaſt : Not to carry the Deſcrip- 
tion farther, in ſhort, plain Country-Foar is 
now turn'd into a fine London-Madam, can 
drink 'Tea, take Snuff, and carry her ſelf as 
high as the beſt. | 
If ſhe be tollerably handſome, and has 
any ſhare of Cunning, the Apprentice or 
her Maſter's Son is enticd away and m__ 
"PP | y 


8 
by her. Thus many good Families are impove- 
'riſhed and diſgrac'd by theſe Pert Sluts, who, 
taking the Advantage of a Young Man's Sim- 
plicity and unruly Deſires, draw many heedleſs 
-Youths, nay, ſome of good Eſtates into their 
Snares ; and of this we have but too many In- 
ſtances. 

Some more artful ſhall conceal their Con- 
dition, and palm themſelves on Young Fellows 
for Gentlewomen, and great Fortunes ; How 
many Families have been ruin'd by theſe 
Ladies? When the Father or Maſter of the 
Family, preferring the flirting Airs of a 
young prinkt up Strumpet, to the artleſs 
ſincerity of a plain, grave and good Wife, 
has given his Deſires a - looſe, and deſtroy d 
Soul, Body, Family and Eſtate, But they 
are very favourable if they wheedle No- 
body into Matrimony, but only make a Pre- 
ſent of a'finall live Creature, no bigger than 
a Baſtard: to ſome of the Family, no matter 
who gets it ; when a Child is born it muſt be 
kept. 

Our Seſſions Papers of late are crowded 
with Inſtances of Servant Maids robbing their 
Places, this can be only attributed to their de- 
viliſh Pride; for their whole Enquiry now a 
Days, is how little they ſhall do, how much 
they thall have. 

But all this while they make ſo little re- 
ſerve, that if they fall ſicx the Pariſh muſt 

| | keep 
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keep em, if they are out of Place, they muſt 


proſtitute their Bodies, or ſtarve ; ſo that from 
Chopping and Changing, they generally pro- 


ceed to Whoring and 'Thieving, and this is the 
Reaſon why our Streets ſwarm with Strum- 


pets. whe to 
Thus many of em rove from Place to Place, 


from Bawdy-Houſe to Service, and from Ser- 
vice to Bawdy-Houſe again, ever unſettled, 
and never eaſy, nothing being more common 
than to find theſe Creatures one Week in a 


good Family, and the next in a Brothel : 


This Amphibious Life makes em fit for nei- 


ther, for if the Bawd uſes them ill, awa 
they trip to Service, and if their Miſtreſs 
gives 'em a wry Word, whip they're at a 
Bawdy-Houſe again, ſo that in Effect they 
neither make good Whores or good Ser- 
vants. | 
Thoſe who are not thus ſlippery in the 
Tail, are light of Finger, and of theſe the 
moſt pernicious, are thoſe who beggar you 
Inch-meal. If a Maid is a downright Thief, 
ſhe ſtrips you at once, and you know your 
Loſs ; but theſe retail Pilferers waſte you in- 
ſenſibly, and tho you hardly miſs it, yet your 
Subſtance ſhall decay to ſuch a Degree, that 
you muſt have a very good Bottom indeed, not 
to feel the ill Effects of ſuch Moths in your 
Family, 


Tea, 


[ 10 ] 
Tea, Sugar, Wine, cr. or any ſuch trifling 
Commodities are reckoned no Thefts, if they 
do not directly take your Pewter from your 
Shelf, or your Linnen from your Drawers, 
they are very Honeſt : What harm is there, 
ſay they, in cribbing a little Matter for a 
Junket, a merry Bout or fo ? Nay, there are 
thoſe that when they are fent to Market for 
one Joint of Meat, ſhall take up two on their 
Maſter's Account, and leave one by the Way, 
for ſome of theſe Maids are mighty charitable, 
and can make a ſhift to maintain a ſmall Fa- 
mily with what they can Purloin from their 

Maſters and Miſtreſles. . 

If you fend 'em with ready Money they turn 
Factors, and take three Pence or four Pence in 
the Shilling Brokeridge. And here let me take 
Notice of one very heinous Abuſe, not to ſay 
petty Felony, which is practiced in moſt of the 
great Families about Town, and that is, when 
the Tradeſmen gives the Houſe-keeper, or other 
commanding Servant, a Penny or two Pence 
in the Shilling, or ſo much in the Pound, for 
every Thing they ſend in, which from thence 
is called Poundage. | 
This, in my Opinion, is the greateſt of 
Villanies, and ought to incur ſome Puniſh- 
ment, yet nothing is more common, and 
par topping Tradefmen, who ſeem otherwiſe 
to ſtand mightily on their Credit, make 
this but a Matter of Courſe and Cn. 

ws 9 
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If 1 don't, fays one, another will, (for the 
Servant is ſure to pick a Hole in the Perſons: 
Coat, who ſhall not pay Contribution:) Thus 
this wicked Practice is carried on and wink d 
at, while receiving of ſtolen Goods, and con- 
federating with Felons, which is not a jot 
worſe, is ſo openly cry d out againſt, and ſo 
ſeverely puniſh d, Witneſs Jonathan Wild: 
And yet if. a Maſter or Miſtreſs enquire after 
any Thing miſſing, they muſt be ſure to place 
their Words in due Form, or Madam huffs and 
flings about at a ſtrange Rate, What would 
you make a Thief of her? Who would live 
with ſuch miſtruſiful Folks 2 Thus you are 
obliged to hold. your Tongue, and ſit down 
quietly by your loſs, for fear of offending your 
Maid, forſooth ! | 2 01 
Again, if your Maid ſhall maintain one, 
two, or more Perſons from your Table, whe- 
ther they are her poor Relations, Country 
Folk, Servants out of Place, Shoe-cleaners, 
Chare-women, Porters, or any other of her 
menial Servants who do her Tadyſhip's 
Drudgery, and go of her Errands, you muſt 
not grumble or complain at your Expence, or 
ask, What is become of ſuch a 'Thing, or ſuch 
a Thing ? although it might never ſo reaſona- 
bly be ſuppoſed, that it was altogether impoſ- 
ſible to have ſo much expended in your Fami- 
ly ; but hold your Tongue for Peace ſake, or 
1 Madam 
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Madam will ſay, You grudge her Victuals, and 
expoſe you to the laſt Degree all over the Netgh- | 
bourhood, | E& 

Thus have they a Salve for every Sore, cheat 
you to your Face, and inſult you into the Bar- 
gain ; nor can you help yourſelf without ex- 


| poſing yourſelf, or putting yourſelf into a Paſ- 


ſion. | 

Another great Abuſe crept in among us, 
is the giving of Vails, to Servants; this was 
intended originally as an Incouragement to ſuch 
as were willing and handy, but by Cuſtom 
and Corruption it is now grown to be a 
Thorn in our Sides, and, like other good 
Things, abuſed, does more harm than good; 
for now they make it a Perquiſite, a material 
Part of their Wages, nor muſt their Maſter 
give a Supper, but the Maid expects the 
Gueſts ſhould pay for it, nay, ſometimes 
through the Noſe. Thus have they ſpirited 


People up to this unneceſſary and burthenſome 


piece of Generoſity, unknown to our Fore- 
Fathers, who only gave Gifts to Servants at 
Chriſtmas-tide, which Cuſtom is yet kept 
up into the Bargain; inſomuch, that a Maid 
ſhall have eight Pounds per Annum, in a 
Gentleman's or Merchant's Family: And if her 
Maſter is a Man of a free Spirit, and receives 
much Company, ſhe very often doubles her 
Wages by her Vails; thus having Meat, 
Drink, Waſhing, and Lodging for her La- 

| bour 


boiif, ſhe throws her whole Income upon her 
Back, and by this Means looks more like 
che Niſtreſs of the Family, than the Servants" 

Wench. Ade 
And now we have mention d waſhing, 1 

would ask ſome good Houſe-wifely Gentlewo=' 

men, If Servant-Maids wearing printed Lin- 
nens, Cottons, and other Things of that Na- 
ture, which require frequent wathing, do 

not, by enhauncing the Article of Soap, add 
more to Houſe- keeping, than the Generality of 

People would imagine? And yet theſe Wenches 

cry out againſt great Waſhes, when their own 
e Dabs are very often the Occa- 
on. | | 

Bur the greateſt Abuſe of all, is, that 
theſe Creatures are become their own Law- 
zivers; nay, I think they are ours too, tho 

Jo- body would imagine that ſuch a Set of 
Slatterns ſhould bamboozle a whole Nation : 
But 'it is neither better or worſe, they hire 
themſelyes to you by their own Rule. 
That is, a Month's Wages, or a Month's 
Warning ; if they don't fe you they will 
go away the next Day, help yourſelf how 
you can; if you don't like them, you muſt 
give them a Month's Wages to get rid of 
them, 

This Cuſtom of Warning, as practis' d by 
our Maid- Servants, is now become a great 
Inconvenience to Maſters and Miſtreſſes. You 

th * muſt 
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muſt carry your Diſh very upright, or Miſs, 
forſooth, A you Warnig „and you are ei- 
ther left TIES or to-ſeek for a Servant: 
So that, generally ſpeaking, you are ſeldom 
or never fix d, but yok + at the Mercy of 
every new Comer to divulge your Family Af- 


fairs, to inſpect your private Life, and treaſure | 


up the Sayings of yourſelf and Friends. A 
very great Confinement, and much complain d 
of in moſt Families. 1 
tinual Plotting and Cabals, united themſelves 
into a formidable Body, and got the whip 
Hand-of their Betters ; they make their own. 
Terms with us; and two Servants now, will 
ſcarce undertake: the Work which one might 
perform with Eaſe ; notwithſtanding which, 
they have raiſed their Wages to a moſt exorbi- 
tant Pitch; and, I doubt not (if there be not a 
Stop put to their Career) but they will bring 

Wages up to 20 J. per Anuum in time, for 
they are much about half way already. .___. 

Iis by theſe Menas they run away with a 
great Part of our Money, which might be bet- 
ter employ'd in Trade, and what is worſe, by 
their inſolent Behaviour, their Pride in Dreſs, 
and ; their exorbitant Wages, they give Birth 
to the following Inconveniences. 

. T'irft, They ſet an ill Example to our Chil- 
dren, our Apprentices, our Covenant-Servants, 
and cther Dependants, by their ſaucy, and 

inſolent 


Thus have theſe Wenches, by their con- 
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inſolent Behaviour, their pert, and ſome- 
times abuſive Anſwers, their — 1 defiance 


of Correction, and many other Inſolencies 
which Youth are but too apt to imitate. 
24. By their Extravagance in Dreſs, they 
put our Wives and Daughters upon yet great- 
er Exceſſes, becauſe they will (as indeed they 
ought) go finer than the Maid: Thus the 
Maid ftriving to out-do the Miſtreſs, the 
Tradeſman's Wife to out- do the Gentleman's 
Wife, the Gentleman's Wife emulating the 
Lady, and the Ladies one another; it ſeems 
as it the whole Buſineſs of the Female Sex 
were nothing but Exceſs of Pride, and Ex- 
travagance in Dreſs. „ OP 8 
3a, The great Height to which Women- 
Servants have brought their Wages, makes 
a Mutiny among the Men Servants, and puts 
them upon raiſing their Wages too: So that 
in a little time our Servants will become our 
Partners; nay, probably, run away with the 
better Part of our Profits, and make Servants 
of us vice verſa, But yet with all theſe In- 
conveniencies, we cannot poſſibly do without 
theſe Creatures ; let us theretore ceaſe to 
talk of the Abuſes ariſing from*em, and be- 
gin to think of redreſſing em. I do not ſet 
up for a Law. Giver, and therefore ſhall lay 
down no certain Rules, humbly ſubmitting 
in all things to the wiſdom of our Legiſla- 
ture. What I offer ſhall be under Corre- 
Wo C 2 gion, 
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Aion, and u Conjecture, my utmoſt Am- 
dition bang def to Fs ſome. Hints to re- 


. 


medy this growing Evil, and leave the Pro- 
ſecution to abler Hands. THEN 

And firſt it would be neceſſary to ſettle and 
limit their Wages, from forty and fiſty Shil- 
lings to four and five Founds per Ann. that is 
to ſay, according to their Merits and Capaci- 
ties: For Example, a young unexperienc'd 

Servant ſhould have forty Shillings per Aun. 
till ſhe qualifies herſelf for a larger Sum; a 
Servant who can do all Houſhold-work, or, 
as the Good-women term it, can take her 
work and leave her work, ſhould have four 
Pounds per Ann. and thoſe who have liv'd 
ſeven Years in one Service, ſhould ever aſter 
demand five Pounds per Ann, For I would 
very fain have ſome particular Encourage- 
ments and Privileges given to ſuch Servants 
ho ſhould continue long in a Place; it would 
incite a Deſire to pleaſe, and cauſe an Emu- 
lation very benecial to the Publick, _ 

I have heard of an ancient Charity in the 
Pariſh: of St. Clement's- Danes, where a Sum 
af Money, or Eſtate, is left, out of the Inte- 
reſt or Income of which, ſuch Maid -Servants, 
Who have liv'd in that Pariſh ſeven Years in 
one Service, receive a Reward of ten Pounds 
a piece, if they pleaſe to demand it. 
This is a noble Benefaction, and ſhews 
the publick Spirit of the Donor; but Every- 


body's 
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body's Buſineſs is No. body's; nor have 1 
heard that ſuch Reward has been paid to any 
Servant of late Years. A thouſand Pities a 
Gift of that Nature ſhould ſink in Oblivion, 
and not be kept up as an Example to incite 
all Pariſhes to do the like. | 
The Romans had a Law, calbd Jus Tri. 
um Liberorum, by which every Man who 
had been Father of three Children had parti- 
cular Honours and Privileges. This incited 
the Youth to quit a diflolute fingle Life, and 
become Fathers of Families, to the Support 
and Glory of the Empire. 1 
In imitation of this moſt excellent Law, I 
would have fuch Servants, who ſhould con- 
tinue many Years in one Sevice, meet with 
ſingular Efteem and Reward. 
The Apparel of our Women - Servants 
ſhould be next regulated, that we may know 
the Miſtreſs from the Maid. I remember I 
was once put very much to the bluſh, being 
at a Friend's Houſe, and by him requir'd to 
ſalute the Ladies, I kiſs d the Chamber-Jade 
into the bargain, for ſhe was as well dreſs'd 
as the beſt. But I was foon undeceiv'd by a 
general Titter, which gave me the utmoſt 
Confuſion; nor can I believe my ſelf the on- 
ly Perſon who has made ſuch a Miſta ke. 
Things of this Nature would be ecafily a- 
voided, if Servant-Maids were to wear Li- 
yeries, as our Footmen do; or oblig'd to go 
in 


| 
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in à Dreſs ſutable to their Station. What 


| ſhould ail them, but a Jacket and Petticoat 


of good Yard-wide Stuff, or Callimanco, 
might keep em decent and warm. 
Our Charity-Children are diſtinguiſh'd by 
their Dreſs, why then may not our Women» 
Servants ? why may they not be made frugal 
per Force, and not ſuffer'd to put all on their 
Backs, but oblig d to ſave ſomething againſt a 
rainy Day ? I am therefore entirely againſt 
any Servants wearing of Silks, Laces and 
other ſuperfluous Finery ; it ſets them above 
themſelves, and makes their Miſtreſſes con. 
temptible in their Eyes. Jam hand ſomer than 
my miſtreſs, ſays a young prink'd- up Baggage, 
what pity tis I ſhould be her Servant ; T go 
as well dreſs d or better than ſhe. This 
makes the Girl take the firſt Offer to be made 
a Whore, and there is a good Servant ſpoiPd ; 
whereas were her Dreſs but ſutable to her 
Condition, it would teach her Humility, 
and put her in mind of her Duty. 
Beſides, the Fear of ſpoiling their Cloat 

makes em afraid of Houſhold- work; ſo that 
in a little time we ſhall have none but Cham- 
ber · maids and Nurſery-maids; and of this 
let me give one Inſtance: My Family is com- 
pos'd of myſelf and Siſter, a Man anda Maid; 
and, being without the laſt, a young Wench 


came to hire herſelf, The Man was gone 


out, and my Siſter above Stairs, ſo I open'd 
the 


UF 
the Door my ſelf, and this Perſon preſented 
herſelf to my View, dreſs'd compleatly, more 
like a Viſitor than a Servant-Maid ; | ſhe, not 
knowing me, ask d for my Siſter : Pray Ma- 
dam, ſaid I, be pleas d to walk into the Par- 
lour, ſhe ſhall wait on you preſently. Ac- 
cordingly, I handed Madam in, who took it 
very cordially. After ſome Apology, I left 
her alone for a Minute or two, while I (ſtupid 
Wretch!) ran up to my Siſter, and told her 
there was a Gentlewoman below come to viſit 
her. Dear Brother, ſaid the, don't leave her 
alone, go down and entertain her while I dreſs. 
my ſelf... . Accordingly, down I went, and 
talk d of indifferent Affairs; mean while my 
Siſter dreſs d herſelf all over again, not be- 
ing willing to be ſeen. in an Undreſs. At 
laſt ſhe came down dreſs'd as clean as her 
Viſitor ; but how - great was my Surprize, 
when I found my fine Lady a common Servant- 
Wr 
My Siſter, underſtanding what ſhe was, be- 
gan to enquire what Wages ſhe expected 2. 
She modeſtly asked but Eight Pounds a Year. 
The next Queſtion was, What Work ſhe 
could do to deſerve ſuch Mages ? To which 
ſhe anſwer d, That ſhe could clean a Houſe, 
or . dreſs a common Family-Dinner. But 
cannot: you waſh, reply d my Siſter, or get 
up Linnen ? She anſwer d in the n 
anc 


and ſaid, She would undertake neither, nor 
would the go into any Family that did not put 
out their Linnen to waſh; and hire a Chare- Wo- 
man to febur. Sho deſir d td ſee the Houſe, and 
afterhavingcarefully ſurvey d it, ſaid, the Work 
was too hard for her, nor could ſne undertake it. 
This put my Siſter beyond all Patience, and 
me into the greateſt Admiration. Young Wo- 
man, Cai ſhe, you have made a Miſtake, 1 
want a Houſe-Maid, and you are a Chamber- 
Maid. No Madam, r 'd the, I am not 
Needle-Woman enough r that. And yet 
ask Eight Pounds a Years, reply'd my tler. 
Yes Madam, faid ſhe, nor hal 1 Toes a Far- 
thing. Then get you gone for a Lazy impudent 
Baggage, ſaid I, you want to be a Boarder, 
not a Servant: Have you a Fortune, or 
Eſtate, that you dreſs at that Rate? No Sir, ſaid 
ſhe, but 1 hope I may wear what I work for 
without Offence. What you work for, Inter- 
rupted my Siſter, why you dont ſeem willing 
to undertake any Work : You will not waſh 
or ſcour ;" you cannot dreſs a Dinner for Com- 
any; you are no Needle-Woman ; and our 
tie Houſe, of two Rooms on a Floor, is. too 
much for you. For God's ſake what can you 
do ? Madam, reply d ſhe pertly ; I'know my 
Buſineſs; and don't fear a Service; there uy 
more Places than Pariſh Churches; if 
waih at Home, you ſhould have a Laun * 


Maid; 
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Maid; if you give Entertainments, you muſt 
have a Cook-maid; if you have any Nee- 
dle-work, you ſhould have a Chamber-maid ; 
and ſuch 'a Houſe as this is enough for a 
Houſe-maid in all conſcience, 

I Was pleas'd at the Wit, and aſtoniſh'd 
at the Impudence of the Girl, and diſmiſs'd 
her with Thanks for her Inſtructions; aſſu- 
ring her, that when I kept four Maids, ſhe 
ſhould be Houſe-maid if ſhe pleas'd. 

Were a Servant to do my Buſineſs with 
Chearfulneſs, I ſhould not grudge at ſive or 


fix Pounds per Annum; nor would I be fo 


unchriſtian as to put more upon any one 
than they can bear: But to pray, and pay 
roo, is the Devil. It is very hard, that T 
mult keep four Servants or none. 

In great Families, indeed, where many 
Servants are requir'd, theſe Diſtinctions of 
Chamber-maid, Houſe-maid, Cook maid, - 
Laundry-maid, Nurſery-maid, Gc. are re- 
quiſite, to the end that each may take her 
articular Buſineſs, and many Hands may 
lake the Work light; but for a private 
Gentleman, of a ſmall Fortune, to be ob- 
liged to keep ſo many idle Jades, when one 
might do the Buſineſs, is intollerable, and 
matter of great Grievance. 

I cannot cloſe this Diſcourſe without a 
gentle Admonition and Reproof to ſome of 
my own Sex, I mean thoſe Gentlemen who 

| | D give 
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give themſelves unneceſſary Airs, and can- 
not go to ſee a Friend, but they muſt kiſs 
and ſlop the Maid; and all this is done 


with an Air of Gallantry, and muſt not be 
reſented. Nay, ſome Gentlemen are ſo filly, 


that they ſhall carry on an underhand Af- - 


fair with their Friend's Servant-maid, to their 
own Diſgrace, and the Ruin of many a 
young Creature. Nothing is more baſe and 
ungenerous, yet nothing more common, and 
withal ſo little taken notice of, D-— me, 
Zack, ſays one Friend to another, this Maid 
of yours is a pretty Girl, you do ſo and ſo to 
her by & — d. This makes the Creature 
Pert, Vain and Impudent, and ſpoils many 
a good Servant. ir ; 
W hat Gentleman will deſcend to this low 
way of Intrigue, when he ſhall conſider 
that he has a Foot-Boy or an Apprentice for 
his Rival, and that he is ſeldom or never ad 
mitted, but when they have been his Taſters : 
And the Fool of Fortune, tho? he comes at 
the latter end of the Feaſt, - yet pays the 
whole Reckoning: And ſo indeed would I 
have all ſuch filly Cullies ſerv'd. 2 
If I muſt have an Intrigue, let it be With 

a Woman that ſhall not ſhame me. I would 
never go into the Kitchen, when the Parlour- 
Door was open. We are forbidden at High- 
gate, to kits the Maid when we may kiſs the 
Miſtreſs; why then will Gentlemen 2 
> \ 0 
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fo low, by too much Familiarity with theſe 
Creatures, to bring themſelves into Con- 
tempt? _ | 
I have been at Places, where the Maid has 
been ſo dizzied with theſe idle Compliments, 
that ſhe has miſtook one thing for another, 
and not regarded her Miſtreſs in the leaſt ; 
but put on all the flirting Airs imaginable. 
This Behaviour is no where ſo much com- 
plain'd of as in Taverns, Coffee-Houſes, and 
Places of publick Reſort, where there are 
handſome Bar-keepers, c. Theſe Creatures 
being puff d up with the ſulſome Flattery of 
a fer of Fleſh- Flies, that are continually 
buzzing about em, carry themſelves with the 
utmoſt Inſolence imaginable; inſomuch, that 


o 


et muſt ſpeak to them with a great deal of 


ference, or you are ſure to be affronted. 
Being at a Coffee-Houſe t'other Day, where: 
one of theſe Ladies kept the Bar, I had be- 
ſpoke a Diſh of Rice- Tea; but Madam was 
ſo taken up with her Sparks, that ſhe had 
quite forgot it. I ſpoke for it again, and with 
ſome Temper, but was anſwer'd after a moſt 
taunting manner, nat without a toſs of the 
Head, a ContraQion of the Noſtrils, and 
other Impertinencies, too many to enumerate. 
Seeing myſelf thus publickly inſulted by ſuch 
an Animal, I could not chuſe but ſhew my 
Reſentment : Woman, ſaid I, ſternly, T want 
a Diſh of Rice-Tea, and not what your 
D 2 Vanity 
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Vanity and Impudence may imagine; there. 
fore treat me as a Gentleman and a Cuſtomer, 
and ſerve me with what I call for: Keep 
your impertinent | Reparttes' and impudent 
Behaviour for the Coxcombs that ſwarm 
round your Bar, and make you ſo vain of 
your blown Carcaſs. And indeed I believe 
the Inſolence of this Creature will ruin her 
Maſter at laſt, by driving away Men of So- 
briety and Buſineſs, and making the Place a 
Den of Vagabonds and Rake-Hells, 
Gentlemen therefore ought to be very cir. 
cumſpect in their Behaviour, and not un- 
der- value themſelves to Servant-wenches, 
who are but too apt to treat a Gentleman 
ill, whenever he puts himſelf into their 
Power. | 
Let me now beg pardon for this Digreſſion, 
and return to my Subject, by propoling ſome 
practicable Methods for regulating of Ser- 
vants, which whether they ate followed or 
not, yer if they afford Matter of Improve- 
ment and Speculation, it wilt anſwer the 
Heighth of my ExpeQation, and I will be the 
firſt who ſhall approve of whatever Improve- 
ments are made from this ſmall Beginning. 
The firſt Abuſe I would have reform'd, is, 
that Servants ſhould be reſtrain'd from throw- 
ing themſelves out of Place on every idle Va- 
gary. This might be remedied were all Con- 
tracts between Maſter and Servant to * 
made 
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made before 4 Juſtice of the Peace, or other 
proper Officer, and a Memorandum thereof 
taken in writing, Nor ſhould ſuch Servant 
leave his or her Place (for Men and Maids 
might come under the ſame Regulation) till 
the Time agreed on be expir'd, unleſs ſuch 
Servant be miſus'd or deny*d Neceſſaries, or 
ſhow ſome other reaſonable Cauſe for their 
Diſcharge, In that Caſe the Maſter or Mi- 
ſtreſs ſhould be reprimanded, or fin'd. But if 
Servants misbeha ve themſelves, or leave their 
Places, not being regularly diſcharg'd, they 
ought to be amercd or puniſh'd.*- But all 
thoſe idle ridiculous Cuſtoms and Laws of 
their own making, ſuch as a Month's Wages 
or a Month's Warning, and ſuch like, ſhould 
be entirely ſet aſide and aboliſh'd. 

When a Servant has ſerv'd the limited time 
duly and faithfully, they ſhould be entituP4 
to a Certificate, as is pratti-*'d at preſent in 
the Wool-Combing Trade : Nor ſhould any 
Perſon hire a Servant without a Certificate, 
or other proper Security. A Servant without 
a Certificate ſhould be deem'd a Vagrant : 
And a Maſter or Miſtreſs ought to aſſign very 
good Reaſons indeed when they object againſt 
giving a Servant his or her Certificate. 

And tho?, to avoid Prolixity, I have not 
mention'd Footmen particularly in the fore- 
going Diſcourſe ; yet the Complaints alledg'd 
againſt the Maids are as well RY as 

emi- 
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feminine, and very applicable to our Gentle- 
'men's Gentlemen, I would therefore have em 
under the very ſame Regulations; and as 
they are Fellow-Servants, would not make 
Fiſh of one, and Fleſh of the other, ſince 
daily Experience teaches us, that 


Never a Barrel the better Herring. 


The next great Abuſe among us, is, that 
under the Notion of cleaning our Shoes, a- 
bove ten thouſand- wicked, idle, pilfering 
Vagrants are permitted to patrol about our 
City and Suburbs. Theſe are call'd the 
Black-Guard, who black your Honour's 
Shoes, and incorporate themſelves under the 
Title of the Worſhipful Company of Fap- 
panners. | THE T7] | 

Were this all, there were no hurt in it, 
and the whole might terminate in a Jeſt; but 
the miſchief ends not here, they corrupt our 
Youth, eſpecially our Men-Servants; Oaths 
and Impudence are their only Flowers of 
Rhetorick; Gaming and Thieving are the 
principal Parts of their Profeſſion, but Jap- 
panning the Pretence. For example, a Gen- 
tleman keeps a Servant, he, among other 
things, is toclean his Maſter's Shoes ; but our 
Gentlemen's Gentlemen are aboye it now 
a-days, and your Man's Man performs the 

Office 
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Office; for which Piece of Service you pay 
double and treble, eſpecially if you keep a 
Table, and are well off if the Jappanner has 
no more than his own Diet from it. 

I have often obſery'd theſe Raſcals ſneak- 
ing from Gentlemen's Doors with Wallets, 
or Hats, full of good Victuals, which they 
either carry to their Trulls, or ſell for a 
Trifle. By this means our Butcher's, our 
Baker's, our Poulterer's and Cheeſemonger's 
Bills are monſtrouſſy exaggerated ; not to 
mention Candles juſt lighted, which ſell for 
nave Pence a Pound; and many other Perqui- 
ſites beſt known to themſelves, and the pil- 
fering Villains their Confederates. | 

Add to this, that their continual Gaming 
ſets Servants upon their wits to ſupply this 
Extravagance, tho? at the ſame time the 
Maſter's Pocket pays for it; and the time 
which ſhould be ſpent in a Gentleman's Ser- 
vice is loiter*'d away among theſe Rake-hells ; 
inſomuch that half our Meſſages are ineffe- 
Qual, the Time intended being often ex- 
pired before the Meſſage is deliver'd. 
How many and frequent Robberies are 
committed by rheſe Jappanners? And to 
how many mere are they Contederates ? Sil- 
ver Spoons, Spurs, and other ſmall Pieces of 
Plate, are every Day miſſing, and very often 
found upon theſe fort of Gentlemen ; yet are 
they permitred, to the ſhame of all our good 
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Laws, and the Scandal of our moſt excellent 
Government, to lurk about our Streets, to 
dehbauch our Servants and Apprentices, to 
ſupport an. infinite number of ſcandalous, 
{hameleſs Trulls, yet more wicked than 
themſelves; for not a Jack among em but 
muſt have his Gill. | 
By whom ſuch Indecencies are daily ated 
even in our open Streets, as are very offenfive 
to the Eyes and Ears of all ſober Perſons, and 
even abominable in a Chriſtian Country. 
In any Riot, or other Diſturbance, theſe 
Sparks are always the foremoſt ; for moſt a- 
mong them can turn their Hands to pickin 
of Pockets, to run away with Goods from a 
Fire, or other publick Confuſion, to ſnatch 
any thing from a Woman or Child, to ſtrip a 
Houſe when the Door is open, or any othet 
Branch of a Thief*s Profeſſion. N 
In ſhort, it is a Nurſery for Thieves and 
Villains; modeſt Women are every Day in- 
ſulted by them and their Strumpets; and ſuch 
Children as run about the Streets, or thoſe 
Servants who go on Errands, do but too fre- 
quently bring home ſome Scraps of their 
beaſtly profane Wit; inſomuch, that the 
Converſation of .our lower Rank of People 
runs only upon Bawdy and Blaſphemy, not- 
withſtanding our Societies for Reformation, 
and our Laws in force againſt Profaneneſs: For 
this lazy Lie gets them many Proſelites, their 
| Numbers 
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Numbers daily increaſing by run away Ap- 
prentices and Foot-Boys ; inſomuch that it 
is a very hard matter for a Gentleman to get 
um a Servant, or fora Tradeſman to find an 
Apprentice. ** 

Innumerable other Miſchiefs accrue, and 
others will ſpring up from this Race of Cat- 
terpillars, who muſt be ſwept from out our 
Streets, or we ſhall be over-run with all 
manner of Wickedneſs, 

But the SubjeQ is ſo low, that it becomes 
diſagreeable even to my ſelf, give me leave 
therefore to propoſe a way to clear the Streets 
of theſe Vermin, and to ſubſtitute as many 
honeſt induſtrious Perſons in their fiead, who 
are now ſtarving for want of bread, while 
theſe execrable Villains live (though in Rags 
and Naſtineſs, yet) in Plenty and Luxury. 

I therefore humbly propoſe, that theſe Va- 
gabonds be put immediately under the Com- 
mand and Inſpection of ſuch Task. maſters 
as the Government ſhall appoint, and that 
they be employ'd, puniſh'd, and rewarded 


according to their Capacities and Demerits, 


that is to ſay, the Induſtrious and Docible to 
Wool-Combing and other Parts of the 
woollen Manufacture, where Hands are 
wanted ; as alſo to Husbandry and other 
Parts of Agriculture. 

For it is evident, that there are ſcarce 
Hands enow in the Country to carry on 
8 E either 
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either of theſe Affairs. Now theſe Vaga- 
bonds might not only by this means be kept 
our of Harm's way, but be render'd ſer- 
viceable to the Nation. Nor 1s there an 
need of tranſporting 'em beyond Seas, for if 
any are refractory, they ſhould be ſent to 
our Stannaries and other Mines, to our 
Coal-works and other Places, where hard 
Labour is requir'd. And here I muſt offer 
one thing, never yet thought of, 'or propo- 
fed by any, and that is, the keeping in due 
Repair the Navigation of the River 
Thames, fo uſeful to our Trade in general: 
And yet of late Years ſuch vaſt Hills of Sand 
are gathered together in ſeveral Parts of the 
River, as are very prejudicial to its Naviga- 
tion. One of which is near London-Bridee, 
another near White Hall, a third near Bat- 
zerſea, and a fourth near Fulham, Theſe 
are of very great Hindrance to the Naviga- 
tion : And indeed the Removal of them 
ought to a National Concern, which I hum- 
bly propoſe may be thus effected. 

The rebellious Part of theſe Vagabonds, 
as alſo other Thieves and Offenders, ſhould 
be form'd in Bodies under the Command of 
ptoper Officers, and under the Guard and 
Awe of our Soldiery, Theſe ſhould every 
Day at Low-water carry away theſe Sand. 
Hills, and remove every other Obſtruction to 
the Navigation of this moſt excellent and 
uſctul River, | 
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It may be objected, that the Ballaſt- men 
might do this; that as faſt as the Hills are 
taken away they would gather together 
again; or, that the Watermen might do it, 
To the firſt I anſwer, that the Ballaſt men, 
inſtead of taking from theſe Hills, make 
Holes in other Places of the River, which 
is the Reaſon ſo many young Perſons are 
drown'd when ſwimming or bathing in the 
River. Beſides it is a Work for many 
Hands, and of long Continuance ; fo that 
Ballaſt- men do more harm than good. The ſe- 
cond Objection is as filly, as it I ſhould never 
waſh my ſelf, becauſe I ſhall be dirty again, 
and I think neeeds no other Anſwer, And 
as to the third Objection, the Watermen 
are not ſo publick-ſpirited, they live only 
from hand to mouth, tho? not one of 'em 
but finds the Inconvenience of theſe Hills 
every day, being oblig*d to go a great way 
round about for fear of running a-ground : 
Inſomuch that in a few Years the Naviga- 
tion of that Part of the River will be in- 
tirely obſtructed. Nevertheleſs, every one 
of theſe Gentlemen-watermen hopes it will 
laſt his Time, and ſo they all cry, T he De- 
vil take the Hindmoſt : But yer I judge it 
highly neceſſary, that this ſhould be made a 
National Concern, like Dagenham Breach, 
and that theſe Hills be remoy'd by ſome 
Means or other. 

l And 


. 
F . And now I have mention*d Watermen, = 
© give me leave to complain of the Inſoleneies 
and Exactions they daily commit on the Ri- 
ver-T hames, and in particular this one In- 
ſtance which cries aloud for Juſtice, | 
A young Lady of Diſtinction, in Compa- 
ny with her Brother, a little Youth, took a 
Pair of Oars at or near the Temple en April | 
| Day laſt, and order'd the Men to carry them 
| to Pepper-Alley-Stairs. One of the Fellows 
| (according to their uſual Impertinence) ask d 
the Lady where ſhe was going? ſhe an- 
| ſwer'd, Near Sz, Olave's Church. Upon 
| which he ſaid, ſhe had better go through 
Bridge. The Lady reply'd, ſhe had never 
: gone through Bride in her Life, nor would 
ſhe venture for an hundred Guineas; fo com- 
| manded him once more to land her at Pep- 
| per-Alley-Stairs. Notwithſtanding which, 
in ſpite of her Fears, Threats and Com- 
mands ; nay, in ſpite of the Perſuaſion of | 
his Fellow, he forc'd her through London- 
Bridge, Which frighten'd her beyond Ex- 
| preſſion : And, ro mend the matter, he 
| oblig'd her to pay double Fare, and mobb'd 
her into the bargain. | 
[ To refent which Abuſe, Application was 
| made to the Hall, the Fellow fummon'd, 
and the Lady order'd to attend, which ſhe 
| did, waiting there all the Morning, and was 
| appointed to call again in the AO, 
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She came accordingly, but they told her the 
Fellow had been there, but was gone, and 
that ſhe muſt attend another Friday. She 
attended again and again, but to the ſame 

| Purpoſe. Nor have they yet produc'd the 
Man, but tir'd out the Lady, who has ſpent 
above ten Shillings in Coach. Hire, been 
abus d, and ba ffled into the bargain. 

It is Pity therefore, that there are not 
Commiſſioners for Watermen, as there are for + 
Hackney-Coachmen ; or that Juftices of the 
Peace might not inflict bodily Penalties on 
Watermen thus offending. But while Wa- 
termen are Watermen's Judges, I ſhall laugh 
5 thoſe Who carry their Complaints to the 

all. 

The uſual Plea in behaf of the abuſive 
Watermen is, that that they are drunk, ig- 
norant or poor; but that will that ſatisfy 

ö the Party aggriev'd, or deter the Offender 

| from re-offending? Whereas were the Of- 

fenders ſent to the Houſe of Correction, and 
there puniſh'd, or ſentenc'd to work at the 
Sand-Hills afore-mention'd for a time, ſuita- 
ble to the Nature of their of their Crimes, 
the Terror of ſuch Puniſhments would make 
them fearful of offending, to the great Quiet 
of the Subject. | | 
Now it may be ask'd, How ſhall we have | 
our Shoes clean'd, or how are theſe induſtri- 
ous Poor to be maintain'd ? To this I an- 
ſwer, 
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ſwer, that the Places of theſe Vagabonds 


may be very well ſupply'd by great Num- 


bers of antient Perſons, poor Widows, and 
others, Who have not Enough from their re- 
ſpective Pariſhes to maintain them. Theſe 


poor People I would: have authoriz'd and 


ſtation d by the Juſtices of the Peace, or 

other Magiſtrates. Each of theſe ſhould 
have a particular Walk or Stand, and no 
other Shoe-Cleaner ſhould come into that 
Walk, unleſs the Perſon misbehave and be 


remov'd. Nor ſhould any Perſon clean Shoes 


in the Streets, but theſe authoriz'd Shoe- 
Cleaners, who ſhould have ſome Mark of 
Piſtinction, and be under the immędiate 


Government of the Juſtices of the Peace. 


Thus would many Thouſands of poor 
People be provided for, without burthening 


their Pariſhes. Some of theſe may earn a 


Shilling or two in a Day, and none leſs 
than ſix Pence, or thereabouts. And leſt 
the old Japanners ſhould appear again, in 


the Shape of Link- Boys, and knock down 
Gentlemen in Drink, or lead others out of 


the way into dark remote Places, where 


they either put out their Lights and rob 


'em themſelves, or run away and leave em 
to be pillag'd by others, as is daily praQtis'd, 
I would have no Perſon carry a Link for 
H re but ſome of theſe induſtrious Poor, an 


even ſuch not without ſome Ticket or Badge, 
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